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The presenta-
tion will also 
cover the bene-
fits of the early 
successional 
habitat that is 
being created 
for a host of  
important bird 
species. Several 
citizen science 
projects relat-
ing to these 
bird species 
will be high-
lighted. 
 

Margo Olson is 
the Executive 
Director of the 
Wilton Wildlife 
Preserve & 
Park. She be-
gan her career 
in environmen-
tal education 
as an Interpretive Ranger for the Na-
tional Park Service in Grand Canyon 
and Sequoia/Kings Canyon National 
Parks. She worked as an Environ-
mental Educator for the Five Rivers 
Environmental Center in Delmar, 
N.Y. before developing environmen-
tal programming, exhibits and cur-
ricula as Director of Education at the 
Junior Museum in Troy, which is 
now the Childrenôs Museum of Sci-
ence and Technology.  She was the 
Curator of Education at the National 
Museum of Racing and worked at 
Skidmore College in the Office of 
Campus Life. She has served on sev-
eral community boards including 
Planned Parenthood and Temple  

Sinai and chaired committees for 
Lake Avenue School, Temple Sinai, 
Children and Nature Saratoga, 
among others.  
 

Southern Adirondack Audubon Soci-
ety (SAAS) is a certified local chapter 
of the National Audubon Society.  
 
Please avoid wearing fragranced 
products to the program to avoid 
triggering allergies, asthma and mi-
graines in others attending the event. 
 
No monthly programs are held in 
July or August. SAASôs next 2016 
monthly program is on Sept. 28: 
ñBirding in Belizeò by Kevin  
Watson.  

Egg Dates for Local Species 
Page 3 

Field Trips 
Page 8 

SAAS Belize Trip in January 
Page 9-10 

Wilton Wildlife 
featured on  
June 22  
 

Margo Olson will present "Wilton 
Wildlife Preserve & Park and 
the Saratoga Sandplains Eco-
system" on Wednesday, June 
22, as part of the monthly program 
of the Southern Adirondack Audu-
bon Society (SAAS).   
    

The program will be held in the 
Christine L. McDonald Community 
Room on the lower level of Crandall 
Library in downtown Glens Falls. 
The free program starts at 7 p.m. 
 

The largest population of the  
endangered Karner blue butterfly in 
the eastern United States is found in 
Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park 
(WWPP). The Preserve & Park is a 
non-profit organization that part-
ners with the N.Y.S. Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Sa-
ratoga County and the Town of Wil-
ton. The protection of lands within 
the Saratoga Sandplains ecosystem 
and the creation of additional acre-
age of the meadow habitat that is 
required by the butterfly has been a 
priority effort of the DEC and TNC.  

 

The presentation will cover the  
formation of the Preserve & Park, 
the fire-dependent Sandplains eco-
system, the natural history of the 
Karner blue butterfly, and an over-
view of other threatened  species and 

The largest population of the endangered Karner blue  
butterfly in the eastern United States is found in Wilton Wild-
life Preserve & Park.  (Photo credit: Brian Teague.) 

http://www.southernadirondackaudubon.org
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Southern Adirondack 
Audubon Society  
P.O. Box 4076 

Queensbury, NY 12804 
 

http://www.southernadirondack 

audubon.org 

Email:  
info@southernadirondackaudubon.org 

 
Board and Committees  
 

 

Officers: 
President:  John Loz 

Vice-President: Lori Barber 

Secretary:  Lori Barber (Acting) 

Treasurer:  Sharon Charbonneau 

Board of Directors:  

 
2014-2016 OPEN 

  OPEN 

  OPEN 

2015-2017 Barbara Beatty 

  Jody Schleicher 

  Laurel Male 

2016-2018 Joyce Miller 

  Rob Snell 

  Pat Demko 

 

Board meetings are held monthly  

except July, August and December. 

Members are invited to attend.  

Contact John Loz for details.  

Committees:  

Newsletter:  Joyce Miller 

          (editor@southernadirondack 

                  audubon.org) 

Education:  Mona Bearor   

 (saasmona@gmail.com) 

Publicity:  Laurel Male 

          (publicity@southernadirondack 

                  audubon.org)

Conservation: OPEN 

Membership:  Barbara Beatty   

 (membership@southern 

 adirondackaudubon.org) 

Southern Adirondack Audubon Society 
(SAAS) is a certified local chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. The organiza-
tion's primary goal is to protect the envi-
ronment by preserving natural habitats 
and promoting environmental education.  
The group has more than 500 members in 
Warren, Washington, northern Saratoga 
and Hamilton counties in New York State. 
Contact a board member to find out more 
about volunteer opportunities. 

Presidentôs Message 

Thereôs a lot going on at our 
adopted IBA! 
By John Loz, SAAS President 
  

On Saturday April 16, SAAS conducted its Third Annual 
Washington County Grasslands Clean-up in partnership 
with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to clear 
the habitat of refuse that had collected over the winter.  Eight volunteers 
walked the fields and hedgerows of this 286 acre DEC Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA), picking up litter and getting the grasslands ready for 

nesting and breeding season. Girl Scout cookies 
were the reward for those that helped that day! 
More importantly, a universally recognized 
ñImportant Bird Areaò sign was attached to the 
info kiosk at the trailhead. Until then, there had 
not been any indication to the public that this 
has been an Audubon NY designated IBA for 
nearly 20 years!  Our partner in this effort to 
preserve this DEC-designated Wildlife Manage-
ment Area is our very hard-working and very 
supportive Jed Hayden from DEC. To the left is 
my photo of Jed doing the honors of attaching 
the Important Bird Area signage.   
   

Five days later, on April 20, I was invited to make a few remarks at a press 
conference unveiling a newly built observation platform at the IBA (photo 
below). While enjoying the 360-degree view overlooking 2,000 acres of 
mixed farmland and protected DEC habitat, the DEC kindly recognized 
Southern Adirondack Audubon Society as an important conservation part-
ner in the protection and stewardship of 
the Washington County Grasslands. 
Those attending - from the press to local 
dignitaries - were treated to sightings of 
female Bluebirds, an aerial ballet of Tree 
Swallows and three Northern Harriers 
taking to the sky over the bucolic land-
scape. I encourage you to take the 
short .25 mile hike out to the platform to  
admire the rolling hills and distant 
mountains and know that there are vol-
unteers working hard to protect these 
precious lands for our feathered friends. 
News of the event was carried in the me-
dia, including The Saratogian, WAMC 
public radio, The Post-Star (http://
poststar.com/news/local/dec-spotlights- 
washington-county- birding-site/
article_9f3aee78- ac79-56a4-9058- 80e543a798f0.html) and WNYT 
(http://wnyt.com/news/washington-county- grasslands/4112847/) 
   

Some exciting news: our chapter is sponsoring a 10-day birding trip to Be-
lize in January! Information is included at the end of this newsletter. Check 
the SAAS website for more information, and come to our June meeting.  
  

Finally, we are saddened to hear of the recent passing of Linda Hoyt of 
Brant Lake, long-time board member, past chapter president and most  
recently, board secretary.  See page 3  for more about Lindaôs contributions 
to our chapter. 

SAAS President John Loz and 

others spoke at the unveiling of 

the new IBA platform. (Photo 

credit: Pat Fitzgerald.) 

http://www.southernadirondackaudubon.org
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Local egg dates, 
hummingbird tips 
added to website 
 
SAAS website editor Mona Bearor 
has created several very useful  
documents about our areaôs birds:  

¶ a PDF file offering Egg Dates for 
Species that Breed in the SAAS 
Chapter Area, providing the  
earliest date for eggs, unfledged 
juveniles and fledglings for more 
than 175 breeding bird species in 
our area. For instance, Osprey 
fledglings have been sighted as 
early as June 18, and as late as July 
25.  It is available on the SAAS 
Birding page, http:/www.southern 
adirondackaudubon.org/birding/
birding.html. 

¶ See "How to Attract Humming-
birds" and "Important Ways You 
Can Help Birds" under the ñNewò 
list on the Education page, http://
www.southernadirondackaudubon
.org/education/education.html.  

 

Creating bird-
friendly yards 
 

Below are some tips gleaned from  
several sources about attracting birds 
to your yard: 

¶ Use native plants. See the New 
York Flora Atlas, (http://
newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/; 
click a county; sort for ñNativeò). 

¶ Reduce lawn size. Use native 
grasses in lawns.   

¶ Create a brush pile. Birds will use 
them for quick cover from  
predators. 

¶ Provide a water feature.  

¶ Keep cats indoors. See American 
Bird Conservancyôs Cats Indoors!  
(https://abcbirds.org/program/
cats-indoors/cats-and-birds/). 

¶ Use Cornell Lab of Ornithologyôs 
YardMap website (http://
content.yardmap.org/), a citizen-
science project offering articles, 
model yards and a forum for 
questions.  

Betar Byway trip finds 36 species 
 

Sunshine and calm winds afforded a very pleasant bird walk on May 6 for 
six birders along the Betar Byway. The Betar Byway is a walking/biking 
path along the 
Hudson River in 
South Glens 
Falls. Led by 
SAAS board 
member Rob 
Snell, the group 
tallied 36 species.  
 

However, not one 
warbler  
species was seen 
or heard, not 
even a token  
Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, unusual 
for early May.  
   

Some notable 
sightings included 
a Broad-winged Hawk chased by an American Crow, a flock of Cedar Wax-
wings glowing in the sunlight, an Eastern Kingbird (FOY - first of the year 

- for many participants), per-
haps a last-of-season Ring-
necked Duck, and of course, 
those harbingers of spring, 
Blue-headed Vireo and House 
Wrens. The trip checklist can 
be found on eBird, the online 
checklist run by Cornellôs Lab 
of Ornithology: http://
ebird.org/ebird/view/
checklist?subID=S29442089.  
 
See the SAAS websiteôs  
Birding page for more infor-
mation about bird species 
that can be seen along the 
Betar Byway. 

Birders on the Betar Byway trip saw species such as  

Eastern Bluebird, left.  (Photo credits: Rob Snell.)  

Marking the passing of a SAAS president 
 

SAAS past president Linda Hoyt died on May 12 at her home in Brant Lake.  

Linda became a Chapter Supporter and member of SAAS in 1997 when a 
Lewisôs Woodpecker came to her yard. These woodpeckers are normally 
found only in the western United States. She contacted Audubon and sever-
al SAAS members went to her home to see the woodpecker.  

She took on the role of SAAS board secretary in 1998. In 2002, she was 
elected president, serving for two terms (2002-2006). In 2007, she became 
board secretary again and held that position until 2015 when she ñretired" 
from the board to spend time with her daughters and grandchildren.  
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Species Spotlight 
 
 

Yellow Warbler 
 

By Joyce Miller, Newsletter Editor 
 
The one warbler everyone in this re-
gion has probably heard in the spring 
is the Yellow Warbler (Setophaga 
petechia). Whether listening in your 
backyard, walking across a parking 
lot or strolling on the Warren County 
Bikeway, youôll often hear the maleôs 
quick whistling song ñsweet, sweet, 
sweeter than sweet!ò Listen to the 
sound clip on this Cornellôs All About 
Birds web page: https://
www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/ 
Yellow_Warbler/id. These warblers 
tend to prefer shrubby, moist areas. 
 

The bright yellow male has chestnut 
stripes down its chest and a greenish 
back. The female is also bright yellow 
but has no belly stripes. Yellow War-
blers are about five inches long, tiny  

enough to become 
caught in large spi-
der webs. Garter 
snakes, Red Squir-
rels, Blue Jays and 
American Crows are 
among the animals 
that will eat Yellow 
Warblers.    
 
Yellow Warblers 
have thin bills that 
can easily grab small 
insects. Because  
warblers are  
insect-eaters, they do 
not visit backyard 
seed feeders.  
  
 

Yellow Warblers are 
often the first war-
bler species to arrive 

in upstate New York, in mid-April. 
Their spring trip from Central and 
South America usually entails flying 
directly across the Gulf of Mexico to 
the southern United States.  Partners 
in Flight reports that about 90 mil-
lion Yellow Warblers spend the sum-
mer in North America. The North 
American Breeding Bird Survey 
found that their population is slowly 
declining, according to Cornellôs All 
About Birds.  
 
Yellow Warbler nests are made of 
grass and other plant material, 
placed in the fork of a shrubby tree. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds often lay 
eggs in Yellow Warbler nests, but the 
warbler often just builds another 
nest  over that parasitized nest.  
 
  
According to Longevity Records of 
North American Birds, a recaptured 
banded Yellow Warbler female was 
known to be at least 11 years old.  

Birding by the 
Month: Summer 

 

By Mona Bearor, Education Chair  

 

June 

¶ Baltimore Orioles are nest build-
ing and feeding young; you can 
easily find them on the Towpath 
Road in Hudson Falls and on the 
Betar Trail in South Glens Falls. 

¶ Bobolinks are singing and dis-
playing in the agricultural grass-
lands.  It is a real treat to listen to 
them and watch their courtship 
behavior. 

¶ Now is the time to try to find the 
eight species of sparrows that 
reside in our area in the summer 
months.  Look and listen for 
Chipping, Field, Vesper, Savan-
nah, Grasshopper,  Henslow's, 
Song and Swamp Sparrows. 

 
July 

¶ Shorebirds are on their way 
south already.  Keep an eye on 
short grassy fields or any bare or 
plowed ground after a rain. 

¶ Swallows form large flocks in 
preparation for migration.  Look 
for them on utility wires in open 
agricultural areas. 

¶ Get out and bird the Towpath 
Road in Hudson Falls.  Even on 
these hot mid-summer days 
there is a lot of action! 

 
August 

¶ Great Egrets visit the area.  They 
are known for post-breeding 
wandering, and are seen annual-
ly along the Hudson River from 
West River Road. 

¶ Common Nighthawks begin mi-
grating south at mid-month; look 
for them along river valleys at 
dusk as they fly silently over-
head. 

¶ Raptors begin to migrate 
south.  Watch for them locally or 
visit the Franklin Mountain hawk 
watch in Oneonta. 

A male Yellow  

Warbler pauses on a 

honeysuckle bush. 

Don Polunci snapped 

this photo near the  

Osprey nest along 

Route 4, in the Town 

of Fort Edward.   
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