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2017 starts with 
Audubon film and 
Pine Bush show 
   

By Joyce Miller, Newsletter Editor 
 
 

Southern Adirondack Audubonôs 
monthly programs will continue to 
alternate between Crandall Library in 
Glens Falls and the Saratoga Springs 
Public Library.  There is no monthly 
program in December. 
  

ñAudubon The Film: The Story 
of John James Audubonò will be 
shown on Wednesday, January 25 at 
the Saratoga Springs Public Library 
on Henry Street in downtown Sarato-
ga Springs.  The program will start at 
the special time of 6:30 p.m., earlier 

than usual. The documentary is 92 
minutes long. 
 

The 2015 documentary tells the story 
of naturalist John James Audubon 
(1785-1851). According to the filmôs 

website, ñAudubonôs passion for  
birds carried him across a continen-
tal wilderness to observe them in 
their natural habitat, and his skills as 
an artist and observer immortalized 
them and their environment to re-
mind and inspire us two centuries 
later. A singular visionary in frontier 
America, Audubon was the godfather 
of todayôs conservation movement.ò  
 

The filmôs director, screenwriter and 
producer Al Reinert, co-wrote the 
screenplay for Apollo 13, which was 
nominated for an Academy Award 
for Best Writing, Screenplay. He re-
ceived his second Oscar nomination 
for Best Documentary, Feature for 
the film, For All Mankind, which also 
garnered the Sundance Film Festi-
valôs Audience Award for Documen-
tary. Producer and Editor John Al-
drich has worked for Discovery, PBS 
and National Geographic Television. 
 

Photographer and naturalist Gerry 
Lemmo will present "Exploring Al-
bany's Pine Bush" on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, in Glens Falls.  
 
Continued on page 3 
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Gerry Lemmo will talk about the ecol-

ogy of the Albany Pine Bush on Feb. 

22. The colorful Prairie Warbler is one 

of many birds found there. Photo: 

Gerry Lemmo. 

Portrait of John James Audubon by 
John Syme, 1826, The White House 
Historical Association. (Source: https://

upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/)
John_James_Audubon_1826.jpg) 

Area Christmas Bird Counts  
 

Saturday, Dec. 17:  
- Southern Adirondack Audubonôs 
CBC, Glens Falls/Hudson Falls area  
- Lake George Land Conservancy CBC, 
Lake George area  
 
Sunday, Dec. 18: 
- Saratoga CBC, Saratoga Springs area. 
 
See page 8 for details. 

http://www.southernadirondackaudubon.org
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Southern Adirondack 
Audubon Society  
P.O. Box 4076 

Queensbury, NY 12804 
 

http://www.southernadirondack 

audubon.org 

Email:  
info@southernadirondackaudubon.org 
 

Board and Committees  
 

Officers: 
President:  John Loz 

 (president@southern 

 adirondackaudubon.org) 

Vice-President: Lori Barber 

Secretary:  Lori Barber (Acting) 

Treasurer:  Sharon Charbonneau 

Board of Directors:  
2014-2016 OPEN 

  OPEN 

  OPEN 

2015-2017 Barbara Beatty 

  Jody Schleicher 

  Laurel Male 

2016-2018 Joyce Miller 

  Rob Snell 

  Pat Demko 
 

Board meetings are held monthly  

except July, August and December. 

Members are invited to attend.  

Contact John Loz for details.  

Committees:  

Newsletter:  Joyce Miller 

          (editor@southernadirondack 

                  audubon.org) 

Education:  Mona Bearor   

 (saasmona@gmail.com) 

Publicity:  Laurel Male 

          (publicity@southernadirondack 

                  audubon.org)

Conservation: OPEN 

Membership:  Barbara Beatty   

 (membership@southern 

 adirondackaudubon.org) 

Southern Adirondack Audubon Society 
(SAAS) is a certified local chapter of the 
National Audubon Society. The organiza-
tion's primary goal is to protect the envi-
ronment by preserving natural habitats 
and promoting environmental education.  
The group has more than 500 members 
in Warren, Washington, northern Sarato-
ga and southern Hamilton counties in 
New York State. Contact a board member 
to find out more about volunteer opportu-
nities. 

Bird Banding: Part I 

The Technology of Tracking 
Birds 
 
By John Loz, SAAS President 
  

John Loz is sharing a new series about bird tracking 
technology, in lieu of a Presidentôs Message. This  
series will delve into the details of different types of tracking devices, 
from unpowered tiny polymer bird leg bands to solar battery-powered 
transmitter bird backpacks. These devices shed light on the science of 
bird behavior and where exactly birds go for the winter. 

Have you ever looked up at a V-shaped formation of flying Canada Geese 
and wondered, ñWhere exactly do they go for the winter?ò Many bird spe-
cies migrate, but not all fly south. Some migrate locally to where food sources 
are, and some only fly a short distance south within the same state. Others fly 
between their breeding grounds in the Canadian boreal forests to their win-
tering grounds in the jungles of Central and South America.  

So how do we know where they all go? Thank the constant innovations in 
technology to give us the answers. 

A Short History of Bird Banding  
The most notable cataloguer of birds  in the United States was John James 
Audubon. Audubon was born in 1785 on the island of Hispaniola in what is 
today known as Haiti, then under the control of France. To save his son 
from being drafted into Napoleonôs Army, Audubonôs father shipped John 
off to America where he settled in Mill Grove, Pennsylvania. Audubon dis-
covered birds he had not seen in Hispaniola. He wondered if the birds he 
saw were the same birds that returned each year. He concocted the idea of 
attaching a tag to a silver wire and tying it around a nesting bird's leg to see 
if the same bird returned. To his delight and luck, he saw the same bird the 
following spring with the silver wire and tag still intact. This was the first 
time ñbandingò of birds was initiated in the young United States. Audu-
bonôs passion for birds was fueled by this experiment, and led him to docu-
ment this young nationôs birds through his famous paintings. 
 
Banding birds was nothing new, though. Four hundred years before Audu-
bon, in western China, Mongolia, and the Middle East, falcons and Golden 
Eagles were typically employed for hunting. During the 1200ôs, these fal-
coners affixed a silver tablet to the feet of a bird, with the ownerôs name 
imprinted upon the tablet. But even before that, pigeons were "banded" by 
the Romans with tiny pieces of parchment, with inscribed messages to send 
messages to generals throughout the empire. Although these different forms of 
banding did not identify exactly where birds migrated, it did establish a way 
to identify the bird when it was found. 

Continued on page 5 

 

Todayôs bird 

bands have 

more detailed 

identification 

information 

than  

Audubonôs 

silver wire.  

http://www.southernadirondackaudubon.org
http://www.southernadirondackaudubon.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=Hispaniola&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjqpNSoj53QAhVn54MKHZ1SAqkQvwUIGigA
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SAAS Winter  
Programs  
 

Continued from page 1 
  
The program will be held in the 
Christine L. McDonald  
Community Room on the lower level 
of Crandall Library. The program 
starts at 7 p.m. and is free to the 
public. 
   

The Albany Pine Bush is where the 
federally endangered Karner blue 
butterfly still survives, though sur-
rounded by human development. In 
this program, people will learn 
about the many plants and animals, 
both common and rare, that are pro-
tected within this remarkable oasis 
of nature, Lemmo said. 
 

The Albany Pine Bush is located on 
New Karner Road in Albany. It is one 
of only approximately 20 remaining 
inland pitch pine scrub oak barrens 
worldwide, according to its web-
site.  It is home to 45 wildlife 
ñSpecies of Greatest Conservation 
Need,ò including 15 birds, 14 reptiles 
and amphibians and 16 insects, as 
well as hundreds of other more com-
mon wildlife species.   
 

Gerry Lemmo is a professional pho-
tographer, naturalist and lecturer 
specializing in wildlife, natural histo-
ry and travel images from around the 
globe. He has photographed wildlife 
and scenery in six continents. Lem-
moôs photos have been featured in 
exhibits across the country, from the 
Peabody Museum in Salem, Massa-
chusetts, to California's San Diego 
Zoo, as well as regionally:  the Adi-
rondack Park Visitor Interpretive 
Centers in both Paul Smiths and 
Newcomb, the Adirondack Museum 
in Blue Mountain Lake and The Wild 
Center in Tupper Lake.   
 

He presents more than 175 lectures 
each year, offering 31 different color 
slide presentations to schools, librar-
ies and other organizations through-
out the region.   
 

Lemmo has taken more than 
100,000 photographs, from common 
backyard insects to endangered spe-
cies from upstate New York to Ant-
arctica, Patagonian Chile, Trinidad, 
Alaska, Central America, Madagascar 
and The Amazon. His photos appear 

in more than 100 books for adults 
and children, and his articles and 
diverse images have been published 
in national and international maga-
zines.  
   

He has provided photos to more than 
60 publishers, as well as clients such 
as The National Geographic Society, 
International Paper Company, Gen-
eral Electric, The London Times, The 
National Wildlife Federation, Na- 
 
tional Audubon Society, Animal 

Planet, MSNBC, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and The Nature Conserv-
ancy, among others. A native of 
Queens, Lemmo moved to Queens-
bury 41 years ago. Some of his photos 
can be viewed at http:/
www.gerrylemmo.com.  
 

Please avoid wearing fragranced 
products to the program. Fragranced 
products trigger allergies, asthma 
and migraines in others attending 
the event. 
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